
2008-2009 St Maryôs Year-End CYO Sports Wrap-up! 

Summary of the Past Year in Sports  

This year the St. Maryôs CYO program had another record number of participants in the various sports - 

Cross Country, Basketball, Track & Field and Volleyball. The program served over 535 school, CCD and 

parish children ranging from 2nd to 8th graders. The St. Maryôs CYO program is comprised of 4 Cross 

Country Divisions, 12 girlsô basketball teams and 23 boysô basketball teams, 4 girls Volleyball teams and 

one very large Track and Field team. 

In order to run a program of this magnitude, we need the help of many volunteers. We had over 80 parents 

volunteer this past season and we are most grateful for their help. Our program simply could not run 

without our excellent volunteer Coaches and crew! Thank you for your extraordinary help.  

Fall Review ï Cross Country 

St. Maryôs Cross Country continued to dominate the Diocese by winning 3 of the 4 divisions for an 

unprecedented 4th year in a row, no team in the history of the Diocese as done so well for so long. The 

Cross Country team could not have had such great success without a very strong, talented and hard working 

group of runners and without the expertise and knowledge of its coaching staff.  St. Maryôs has one of the 

largest teams in the diocese, approx 70+ kids, a tribute to the phenomenal Coaches, Rich Vasquez and Dave 

Burnash. They work hard with each runner to insure that each of them does their best throughout the 

season. The improvement in the runners over the season is very impressive. Congrats again to the Cross 

Country team.  

If you are interested in joining the Cross Country team, this coming season starts with the first Practice & 

Sign Up's Monday August 17th at Sutherland Dr. Shell Ridge Open Space at 6:30 PM. Please refer to the 

St. Mary's Cross Country/Track & Field website for information.   

http://www.eteamz.com/CYO_ST_MARYS_TRACK/  

 

St Maryôs 2008 Cross Country Championship Team 



ST MARYôS CYO BASKETBALL   

CYO Basketball is our most popular sport and it attracts over 300 kids each year to play in a very 

competitive West Diablo CYO league with teams from Orinda, Lafayette, Pleasant Hill, Martinez and 

Walnut Creek. Each year we field between 34-36 teams from the 2
nd

 grade thru the 8
th
 grade for both the 

boys and girls. We could not do it without the following dedicated and skilled coaches:  

BOYS 

2
nd

 Grade ï David Brown, Rob Fregulia, Steve Gonsalvez, and Mike Taft 

3
rd
 Grade - Jerry Florence, Kevin Baker, Kevin Hing, Tim Walsh 

4
th
 Grade - Dana Kafka, Derwin Longmire, Frank Ficken, Tony Marcon, Tom Janettas, Tom Henry, Mike 

Mulligan, and Steve Rego 

5
th
 Grade ï Bob Hagler, Jeff Sperbeck, , Harry Robey, Chuck Corich, Bob DeMercurio, and Ted Angus 

6
th
 Grade - Tom Olinger, Frank Ficken, Jeff Thomas, and Morgan Tovey 

7
th
 Grade - Mike Gallagher, Vince Franchesi 

8th Grade ï Dean Myers, Steve Wood, Don Gieseke, Steve Grazzini, and Edgar Hawkyard,  

GIRLS 

2nd-3rd Grade, Brian Locher,  Ann Larsen, Kelly McCormick, Sean McGlynn  

4th Grade - Phil Dialo, Brian Locher 

5th Grade - John Bomba, Jim Francis, Terry Moore, and Richard Hietman 

6th Grade - Jim Regan, Carl Chenault, Dave Platt, Jim OôDonnell and Jose Rodriguez 

7th Grade ï Erik Udd, John and Gino Lucia 

8th Grade - Patti Devlin and Ron LaCour,  

League and Playoff Results! 

GIRLS 

This past season was an especially successful one for our girls program in terms of qualifying for league 

playoffs. Each year, the top teams in each division head to the league playoffs. Eight of our girls teams 

qualified for the league playoffs and 2 advanced onto the Diocesan Playoffs. The following girls' teams 

represented SM in post-season play: 

¶ Brian Locherôs 2nd
/3

rd
 grade team surprised the #1 seed in the playoffs to advance to the finals.  

¶ Jim Francis and Terry Mooreôs National  5th grade team advanced to the playoffs 

¶ Jim Regan and Carl Chenaultôs 6th grade American team finished in first place in league, swept the 

playoffs and won the overall Diocesan title beating a very large Good Sheppard team. This was 

only the second time a St. Maryôs Girls team has won the Diocese title.  

¶ Dave Platt and Jose Rodriguezôs 6th grade National team won the League playoffs by beating the 

#1 and #2 seed teams ï they played great team basketball.  

¶ Jim OôDonnellôs 6th
 Grade National team also qualified for the playoffs but lost to the top seed in 

the League. Congratulation to all the 6
th
 Grade girlsô teams for representing St. Maryôs so well.  

¶ Erik Uddôs 7th grade American team finished second in the league, qualifying for the playoffs. 



BOYS 

Our boys' teams also had a great run this past season with a number of teams qualifying for league playoffs 

and a couple advancing to the Diocesan Playoffs. 

¶ Congratulations to our 2nd/3rd grade teams for their success in the playoffs. Kevin Baker's 3rd 

Grade American Boys advanced to the Finals against a very good St. Perpetua team losing in a 

close, hard-fought game. 

 

¶ Dana Kafka and Derwin Longmireôs 4th grade American Boys team was the 2
nd

 seed and qualified 

for league playoffs. Frank Fickenôs National Team made it into the National playoffs being a #2 

seed and they won the league playoffs and moved on to the Tournament of Championship in the 

Diocese before winning it all. Congrats 4
th
 Grade National Boys!  

¶ Harry Robeyôs 5th Grade National team was the #1 overall seed in their division after a stellar 

regular season.  

 

¶ Tom Olingerôs 6th Grade American finished as the 3rd seed in a very tough American division.  

 

¶ Frank Ficken also had his 6th grade National team qualify for the playoffs, winning the league with 

a 10-0 record.  

¶ Steve Wood and Dean Meyerôs 8th Grade American team finished second in league and did well 

enough in the playoffs to advance to the Diocese. They lost to a very good Holy Spirit team in the 

Diocese.  Congrats on a strong finish for the 8th grade Boys team. Good luck in High School. 

  

Farewell to a number of great Coaches:  

Each year we have to say good-bye to a number of 8
th
 grade Coaches who have contributed so much over 

the years. Thank you to these Coaches who have played such a large role in our program being mentors and 

role models for the youth in the program. These Coaches will be leaving the St. Maryôs program this year: 

¶ Patti Devlin has coached her son and 3 daughters for the past 12 years as well as being the Girls 

Registrar for the past 8 years. Her patience, her love of the game and her coaching skills will be 

sorely missed.   She will keep busy by watching her three daughters start next year for the Contra 

Costa Christian varsity team. Congratulations and thank you!  

¶ Ron LaCour has been part of the program for 8 years ï starting with his sonôs team and continuing 

with his younger daughterôs team. Itôs always nice to have a former college player come and coach 

because the kids really respond to someone of that size and stature. Thanks Ron.  

¶ Dean Meyers coached for St. Maryôs on and off for 6 years and took a very talented bunch of 8
th
 

Grade Boys to the Diocese this past year. Dean did an excellent job teaching his boys how to play 

as a team. It was fun to watch a team gel and play so well at the end of the season.  

¶ Don Gieseke has also coached on and off for years in the program and he has really helped as his 

8
th
 Grade A2 team finished second in a tough division.  

¶ Steve Grazzini and Ed Hawkyard stepped up and volunteered a number of years ago to take the 

National team when we didnôt have a Coach ï they did well and all the players on their team 

enjoyed their second chance at playing basketball ï thanks Steve and Ed for your help.  



 

PHOTO GALLERY  

 

St. Maryôs 4th Grade Boys - American 

 



St. Maryôs 4th Grade Boys ï National Tournament of Champion Winners!  

 

St. Maryôs 4th Grade American Boys ï Timeout Huddle with Coaches Kafka and Wood.  

 

St. Maryôs 6th Grade Boys ï National with Head Coach Frank Ficken  


