


















Please Join Us 
December 8, 

Feast of Our Lady of the  
Immaculate Conception, 

patroness of our own 
St Mary Church. 

Mass at 5:30 p.m. 
Procession follows. 

December 12, 
Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe,  
Mañanitas at 5:00 a.m. & 

Mass at 7:00 p.m.
Traditional hot chocolate and pastries 

served in the morning
Reception to follow the mass

During the Middle Ages, men and 
women who could not read the Word 
of God were offered a visual cat-
echesis through artwork such as that 
adorning churches and cathedrals. 
Often the simplicity of one beautiful 
image could help a pilgrim link the 
truth about Christ and the Church to 
his or her own experience.

Perhaps this timeless teaching method 
offers a lesson for those of us striving 
to understand the call to stewardship 
as a way of life. This Advent, let us 
turn to the simple image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Ameri-
cas, for a deeper appreciation of what
she offers to all stewards today.

In 16th century Mexico, the implication of the wondrous image on St. Juan 
Diego’s tilma was instantly recognized by the men and women of his time. The 
high-waisted black ribbon on the woman’s dress indicated that the lady was with 
child. Mary had appeared to Juan Diego as a young Aztec princess who was also 
the expectant Mother of the Lord. This is the timeless witness of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.

Our Blessed Mother has been given the eternal responsibility of stewarding God’s 
presence and gifts out into the world. We too have been given this same extraor-
dinary task. This is a radical engagement with the mystery of God to which each 
steward is called. In the most practical way, it involves our personalities, works 
and resources--the very essence of who we are and what we have been given to 
share.

If the responsibility given to Mary, depicted as the native American teenager, takes 
our breath away, we should be even more astonished by this recognition: it is the 
same responsibility offered to us when we hear the preached Word of God, receive 
the Lord in the Eucharist, and care for him--present and alive--in the people who 
surround us, especially those who are poor in spirit and resources.

Our Lady of Guadalupe continues to show us that stewardship is not a program, 
but an invitation to become more deeply and fully engaged with the intimate pres-
ence of Jesus in our midst! This Advent, let us gaze upon Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
the expectant Mother. Let us honor her in our homes and invoke her intercession 
as we prayerfully discern how to share our gifts.

By Mary Beth Newkumet, Vice President, Lumen Catechetical Consultants, Inc. 
Contact her at www.lifeaftersunday.com

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
An Astonishing Responsibility

December 8 – Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Born without 
original sin, the Blessed Virgin Mary faithfully 
responded to God’s call to become the mother 
of God the Son. Baptism removes our original sin 
and commissions us to come to know and serve 
God through our own special relationship with 
Him.

December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe – The signifi cant importance of this feast 
is the manifestation of the Virgin Mary in the Americas. Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
known as the Patroness of the Americas. Think of ways stewardship efforts can build 
relationships with people in other parts of the Americas.


