








ST. MARY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL
1158 Bont Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925-935-5054
www.Sst-mary.net

Openings Available for the 2010-11 School Year
Quality Education in a Catholic Environment
Grades Pre-K to 8
Classes include Spanish, Computer, Music, Art Enrichment, P.E.
Before and After School Kids Club Available

Open House & Applications - January 31, 2010 — 10:30 am to 12:00 pm
Open House Mass at 9:30 am

Gathering Together in Faith Families

Our eighth-graders have proven themselves to be positive role models
and strong leaders! In Faith Families, eighth-grade students guided
their groups to set New Year’s Resolutions, and we look forward to our
next Faith Family gathering, which will focus on Martin Luther King,
Jr. They are also working on their “inventions” for the Inventors Faire.
Be sure to come by and be inspired during Catholic Schools’ Week,
which is during the first week of February.



Adults Looking to be
Confirmed in Faith

Are you an adult, practicing Catholic who
has been baptized and received first com-
munion, but have not been confirmed?

I am forming another six-week com-
pressed Confirmation class, which will
start on Wednesday, February 3, and will
meet every Wednesday through March 10.
Sessions will start at 7:00 pm and last for
about two hours.

The following are the requirements:
*Candidate must complete, prior to Jan.
27, a form which may be picked up from
the Faith Formation Center.

*Registration fee is $90.00, payable to St.
Mary Church. This fee includes a Bible
and a Catechism book.

*Candidate must attend all six weeks.
*Candidate must complete all homework
assignments.

*Candidate must submit copies of Baptism
and First Communion certificates prior to
the last week of class.

For further information or questions, you
may contact me at: (925) 891-8937.

Deacon Tony Reyes
Pastoral Associate

CHILDREN’S FAITH
FORMATION

Sacrament Preparation for Reconcili-
ation and Eucharist begins: Once again
we ask you to pray for the children of our
parish as they begin their preparation for
these wonderful celebrations of faith. A
parent meeting was held on January 11 and
registration packets were distributed. If for
some reason you did not attend the meet-
ing and did not contact me, it is assumed
your child will not be a part of this year’s
preparation and celebration. If you have
any questions, call Kate Sievers at 891-
8030 or Sister Carmel at 891-8934.

IMPORTANT: Due to a scheduling
conflict, the time and place of the First
Reconciliation Parent Meeting of January
24 have been changed. Instead of parents
of Groups A & B meeting in the Confer-
ence Room at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., respec-
tively, all parents of both Groups A & B
will meet in the church on January 24 from
2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please check your
calendars.

Sister Carmel Garcia CSJ
Children’s Faith Formation Coordinator

The Sick in Our Parish

God of Love, ever caring, ever
strong, stand by Mercedes Alvarez,
Mary Ann Gray, Jack Quartaroli,
Matt Miller, Michelle Corbett, Jim
Crowley, Greg Vella, Cary Chiappone,
Jack Meinbress, Jamie Crowley, Sue
Conte, Fr. Tom Seagrave, Arlene
Freitas, Jean Veras, Mitch Avalon,
Pat Quartaroli, Stephanie Cincotta,
Theresa Demers, Rachel De Weese,
Mike Rekasis, Nick Gamba, Michael
Towle, Susan Mix, Madoka Moria,
Laura Salazar-Bodson, J.R, Vern
Renner, Narcisa Estrellas, Kathleen
Bakken, Aura Orozco-Fuentes, Mary
Suta, Aurora Veras, Phyllis Cotruvo,
Jesus Angel Gonzales, Eileen Law-
rence, Sara Combs, Gasper Calderon,
Margaret Jones, Lynn Dini, David
Holmes, Dorothy Langguth, Mark
Littorno and Denise Dorsey in their
time of need. Look after them and
grant them Your healing and Your
peace. We ask this in the name of Jesus
the Lord. Amen. For prayer requests,
please call 891-8900.

Surprises

Life is full of surprises,
some pleasant, some not. The scrip-
tures are filled with stories of God’s
surprises cropping up when they
are least expected: younger children
obtaining the inheritance; the lowliest
being seated highest up; an itiner-
ant preacher, killed like a criminal,
exalted to eternal, heavenly glory.

Anybody who has planned
a wedding or similar event knows
that they are filled with opportuni-
ties for surprises. For the bridegroom
in today’s Gospel story, who has no
direct contact with Jesus, the pleasant
surprise came because somebody else
paid attention and had faith in Jesus.

We may think that the point
of today’s familiar story of the wed-
ding at Cana is that when we have
faith in Jesus, our lives will be pleas-
antly changed. A Christian, however,
needs to have a broader perspective
and realize that to have faith in Christ
means that somebody’s life—not nec-
essarily our own—will be surprised
for the better.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Eucharistic Adoration

Heavenly Father,
increase our faith in the
Real Presence of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, in the
Holy Eucharist. We are
obliged to adore Him,
to give Him thanks and
to make reparation for
sins. We need your
peace in our hearts and
among nations. We need conver-
sion from our sins and the mercy of
Your forgiveness. May we obtain this
through prayer and our union with
the Eucharistic Lord. Please send the
Holy Spirit upon all peoples to give
them the love, courage, strength and
willingness to respond to the invitation
to Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration.
We beseech You to spread perpetual
exposition of the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment in parishes around the world. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord,
Amen.

Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment, help us to spread the glory of
Your Son through perpetual exposition
of the Holy Eucharist, especially here
at St. Mary parish. O Virgin Mary, our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, glory
of the Christian people, joy of the uni-
versal Church, salvation of the world,
pray for us, and awaken in all the
faithful devotion to the Holy Eucharist
in order that they render themselves
worthy to receive it daily. (Fr. Bene-
dict Groeschel’s book, “Praying in the
Presence of Our Lord”)

There is ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT AT ST.
MARY’S EVERY THURSDAY &
FRIDAY FROM 7:00 AM TO 9:00
PM AND EVERY SATURDAY
FROM 9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM. Please
commit to spending one hour each
week with Jesus and you will receive
many graces and blessings. Call Mary
Johnstone at 954-7205 for scheduling.
Thank you.

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We invite you (families welcome) to join

us for COFFEE, DONUTS, ETC., after

the 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 Masses today in
the Parish Hall Conference Room for good
company and conversation, and to learn more
about how to satisfy that need in your heart to
participate more fully in the life of St. Mary’s
Parish. Contact Tony Petromilli (925-588-
8362), Vern Renner (925-932-7730), or Pete
Vajk (510-207-9633) for further information.




anchor for radio and TV sport shows covering Michigan’s 1997 national
championship in college football, 3 Stanley Cup Finals appearances by
the Detroit Redwings including back-to-back title in 1997-98, and Michi-
gan State’s 2000 national championship in college basketball.

John has been privileged to interview some of the greatest and most
well-known athletes in recent history, including Michael Jordan, Walter
Payton, Larry Bird, Pete Rose, Gordie Howe, Evander Holyfield, Tommy
Lasorda and Jack Nicklaus.

John has been able to share his unique perspective on sports and faith on
Relevant Radio, EWTN, Ave Maria Radio, and Michigan Catholic Radio.
He also has been a speaker at many conferences and parishes around the
country. Through his work he has interviewed many Catholic athletes
who have given their faith testimony, including Mike Sweeney, Jack
McKeon, Mike Ditka, Mike Piazza, Mark Prior, Tommy Lasorda, and
many others.

Attila Bardos, president of Catholics@Work, and avid sports fan, said,
“The press covers, with great fanfare the failings of young people in the
sports arena and very little is mentioned of the many who are of great
character both on the field and off.” In referring to the work of John
Morales and the Champions of Faith, Mr. Bardos recalled a comment by
Bishop Fulton J, Sheen, “The proud man counts his newspaper clippings,
the humble man his blessings.” Mr. Bardos continued, “This is at the core
of what John will be talking to us about. I encourage all to put this on
your calendar now and be sure to invite a friend to what will be a most
uplifting and interesting talk.”

The Catholics@Work breakfast event will be held at Crow Canyon
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Drive, Danville, CA 94526 on Tues-

day, February 9, 2010. A full buffet breakfast is served starting at 7:00
am (Mass is offered at 6:30am at the same location.) Cost is $20 for
members and $25 for non-members. To register for this event visit http://
www.catholicsatwork.org

We ask you to please register on our website, even if you do not want to
pay online, so we will be able to ensure we have the necessary seating
available.

Grief and Bereavement

The death of a loved one is unlike any other loss and leaves most of us

in a state of shock, confusion and sadness. Grieving people need time
and space to honor their grief. Join us at St. John Vianney for a six-week
workshop and let us help you with the grieving process: Thursdays, Feb-
ruary 18 through March 25. Space is limited. Registration required. Call
Nora Petersen at (925) 939-7911X107.

USHERS & GREETERS

Those of you who currently serve as Ushers and Greeters, please
mark your calendar for a very important date! We are having a din-
ner for those who serve in these ministries on Thursday, January 28,
at 5 pm. Please be sure you pick up a flier from Sr. Dominic Marie
to get the information and to give your RSVP.




Sacraments
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays 3:30-4:15

Devotions

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:

Thursdays 7am to 9 pm; Fridays 7 am to 9 pm
(first Friday all night); Saturdays 9 am to 3 pm
Fatima Devotion: First Saturday 9 am - 10 am
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Saturdays 9:00 am

NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION

No Second Collection
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Mass

Sat
Sun

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thur

Fri

Sat

Times Priest Intentions Jan. 16 - 23

4:30pm
6:30am
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
12:30pm
6:00pm
6:30am
12:05pm
6:30am
12:05pm
6:30am
12:05pm
6:30am
12:05pm
6:30am
8:15am
12:05pm
8:30am

RS/TR
RS/TR
RS/TR
JT/IM
JT/IM
RM
RS/IM
JT/IM
JT/IM
JT

JT
JT/TR
JT/TR
T

JT

T
JT/IM
JT

JT

Max & Joan Smith
Immaculata Guild (L&D)
Patrick Moore & Family
Jacky Long

Mary Ann Hamilton
Guadalupe Montoya
Evan Walker-Wells (L)
Juan P. Reardon Family
Dolores Prola

Henry Segalas, Sr.

Chuck Prola

Richard Ray Family
Stephen McBride

Mike & Nona

James Mallamo

Dolores Prola

School Families

Jeff Prola

Bernetta Kronbach & Family

IM = Deacon Ian Mendoza TR = Deacon Tony Reyes
JT = Fr. James Thoppil RM = Fr. Ruben Morales
RS = Fr. Ray Sacca







SORPRESAS

La vida esta llena de sorpresas, algunas placenteras y otras
no. La Biblia esta llena de relatos de las sorpresas de Dios que surgen
cuando menos se esperan: hijos menores que reciben la herencia; el
menor que se sienta junto a la cabecera; un predicador itinerante que es
crucificado como un criminal y exaltado a la eterna gloria celestial.

Cualquiera que haya planeado una boda o evento similar sabe
que estas ocasiones estan llenas de oportunidades para las sorpresas. Al
novio en el Evangelio de hoy, que no tiene contacto directo con Jesus, le
llegd una agradable sorpresa porque otra persona presto atencion y tenia
fe en Jesus.

Tal vez pensamos que lo que el familiar relato de la boda de
Cana quiere planteares que cuando tenemos fe en Jests, habra cambios
placenteros en nuestra vida. Sin embargo, el cristiano necesita tener una
perspectiva mas amplia y darse cuenta de que tener fe en Cristo significa
que en la vida de otros —no necesariamente en la nuestra— habra bue-
nas sorpresas. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Recemos por los enfermos de nuestra parroquia

Que nuestro amado Sefior, por Su infinita bondad, misericordia y amor, les
conceda sanacion, comprension, sabiduria y paz a nuestros feligreses que

se encuentran enfermos: Mabel De La Rosa, Debra Pereira, Maria Jesus
Medeiros, Consuelo Zunija, Jesus Angel Gonzalez, Carmen Yolanda de
Huapaya, Rosanna Montano, Ana Alvarez, Norberto Montes De Oca,
Gerardo Cabrera, Evidelia Silvera, Sor Irma Itza Arauz, Alfonso Gonzdles,
Fidelia Zaragoza, Herlinda Delgadillo, Emilia Gonzdlez, Ignacio Ramirez,
Beatriz Péerez, Alvaro Castro, Zenon Ventura, Trinidad Barrera, Dolores
Cardenas, Elena Caicedo, Hilario Sandoval, Bernaldina Nicanor, Julio
Lépez, Conchita Avilés. Que el Sefior les dé fortaleza, paciencia y aceptacion
a sus familias en estos momentos dificiles. Por el poder del Espiritu Santo,
Jests, en Ti confiamos. Amén. Para incluir a alguien en la lista de oracion,
favor Ilamar al 891-8900.

LA EXISTENCIA DE DI0S % % e %O %@‘e

Nadie que entiende la realidad de que Da al mundo lo mejor de tu parte y recibiras lo mejor de vuelta.
Dios existe puede pensar que Dios no existe.

—Ano6nimo

—San Anselmo de Canterbury




St. Mary Crab Feed

Saturday, February 6, 2010
5:30 —10:30
At the Parish Hall

FRESH CRAB! DANCING! RAFFLE PRIZES!

$25 PER PERSON
Only 350 Tickets Available!

Dinner includes hors d’oeuvres, fresh cracked crab, pasta, salad, bread,
wine & dessert. No host bar until 10:00 pm.

Check payable to: St. Mary Crab Feed

1201 Alpine Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Are you interested in planning and preparing for this event? Join in on the fun!!
Call: Chris Watson 314-1355

Raffle donations are greatly appreciated!

S e R R IR K i K

Return this form with check

Name Phone

No. of Tickets Amount Enclosed




